Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 255 RussetRoad
Applicant Tracy & Will McNeal
Building Type: House(partial

National Register Listing (if Applicable)None

Historical/Architectural Significance:

The Colonial Revival home at255 Russett Road wdsuilt in 1931 for Weld Construction Company by builder Jacob
Sorkin. The homerises froma concretefoundaton toa front-gabled asphalt roof with cross gablextending taheright
side of the fagde and agabled ellcontaining the entranaan the left. At the first floor the homés clad in brick veneer
while the second floor is clad in clapboardshe windowsare one over ondramed by shutters on the second flodhe
neighborhoodsurrounding255 Russett Roadas completely built out by the 1942esulting in a remarkably cohesive
streetscape of piwar homes.Modestone or two story single family homefaring similar setbacks line the roads
popularColonial Revival and Tudor Revival styles

Russet Road is located on land formerly owned by Aaron D. \Atatdthe Weldamily. Aaron D. Weldwas a farmer

with large realestate holdingsvorth $90,000 in 1870 His 300 acrefarm was located just across the West Roxbury
border, on Weld Street. Some of this land had been in the Welly famgenerations.When Weld died in 1889, the
land remaind in the family held by the heirsinder the Weld Real Estate Trust until at least 19TBe land onthe
Brookline side of the West Roxbury border was subdivided Russett Road bullty 1927. The road was gart of a

large developmerdtretching across the bordetdnNest Roxbury and north to Allendale Road in Brookline. Edward H.
Bonelli of the Bandli-Adams Cowas the real estate broleehind this large subdivision. Bonelli lived with his family in
Newton, raising his children in the family business. The firm worked extensively in the Boston suburbs and Bonel
Harvard alumn{1906) alsogave lectures oReal Estate Development at Boston University.

Alterations to the homéncludean 8x1606 piazzawith roof and a roof for the rear porchpth addedin 1935and the
enclosure ofwo porchesin 1955. A single story 113 sq foot additiamth a deckwas added to the rear in 2015

Thehouseat 255 Russett Roaahees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:
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c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectur
cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town on®nonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings.

The building a255 Russett Roaibtairs integrity  location,design,setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship
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Aerial view of5 Russett Roaoking north.
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Aerial view 0f255 Russett Roadboking south.
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